Influence of stress on IgE production.
Intense acute stress, consequent to restraint, leads to a diminished production of IgE antiovalbumin antibodies in mice. The IgE content of sera from experimental or control animals was assayed by the enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA) at days 8, 16, and 20 after immunization. The statistics revealed significant differences in the IgE level of the animals submitted to acute stress and home cage control animals on days 16 and 20 after immunization, but not on day 8.